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Honorable Alexander P. Bu t  t e r f i e ld  (2) 

Tlie rwLallatioti or a VAST o 
not i e i ~ l a c c  Llie glide slope as t h  
noi wo~tlci it cl-aiige tlie i n t en t  of 111- CTR 91.117 regarding descent 
beloii decis? on i i e ig l i t  ( D l l ) .  A VASI would, however, do much t o  en 
the safeLv factor by allowing the p i l o t  t o  transCei t o  the v isua l  
portioii or  the approacli aiid still r e t a in  a display of h i s  approac 
path, since dw3iig peiiods of low v i s i b i l i t y ,  the v i sua l  cues avai 
able  from the ai'proacli l i g l i t s  an 
be iiiadecliiaLe. 

I n  rep l ies  t o  ~i evious NTSB reconmieiidati O t i s  concerning a l t i  
and ~ r o u u i d  warniiig systems, the AtlminisLmtor a p p i e n t l y  agreed 
stating : "The VAST would provide v e r t i c a l  guidance a t  normal desce 
r a t e s  for the visual segments of the approach. Th i s  r e s u l t  would b 
a greatel  degree of a l t i t u d e  awarewss through the procedm-e. " 

Tile captain of the Delta E-3 s t a t ed  tltaL lie believed the 
ap:no:icF vas normal u n t i l  just before impact, wheii 1ii.s s igh t  p i  
sudrled ly f la t tewcl .  Possibly, h 
caused b y  the heavy r a in  on the a 
a V M I  av,lilable, t1.e c a p k i n  would have been warned t h a t  the a i r c r  
was descend1 ng below glidepath. 

Zeveid  major a ir.pori;s have been ce r t i f i ca t ed  which have 
precis ior  approaches wliere the gl ide  slope i s  unusable below DIE. 
Logan T n t e i  national Airport and I;os 4ngeles Internat ional  Airport 
a r e  o n l y  t i io of these a i rpo r t s .  Tf a VAS1 irere avai lable  f o r  
appioaclies of this type, more posi t jve v e r t i c a l  guidance would be 
availalile from DII to landing. I n  addition, VASI could a l so  be used 
when the approac!! becomes v isua l  before the a i r c r a r t  reaches DII. 
The p i l o t  who linows that  the gl ide  slolre w i l l  exceed tolerances 
b e h i  Dii shoiilcl i iiLegiaLe tlie VAS1 i nko l i i  s tiorma1 scan pai;tei3n 
and tise the VAST t o  itioriitoi the  f i n a l  stages of tlie a~iproacli. 

T!>e Uf eLy Uoai d believes th 
y IL,S at~lroacli, eveti under m i n i m u m  weotlier conditions, an 

the i e fn i c  iecotl oci7rls LIraL the Federal Aviation Acki i in i s  t r a t i o  

(:oiitiilue L o  i i istall  VAST'S OIL a l l  116 riiiiways, 
irut w i t h  Llie IiLsL pr ior i ty  beiiii. uss~giied t o  
innways wlioie [lie g l ide  sloi>e i s  utiusable below 
plr w d  t o  those innways used by cni-i i c r  
,i I r c i  aft, I 

REED, Cliainilaii, McAIAWS, TIin 
i n  L!ie ahove recor~oneiicti tion. J;IAUT, 


